
 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
September 16, 2025
CITY HALL
121 S. MERIDIAN


Mayor Truman called the  regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Ronald Colbert, Robert Wilson, Amy Reid, Ben Anderson, Gina Gregory, Dale Kerstetter, Chris Evans and Matt Stamm. 

Members Absent:	None

Staff Present:		Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Lloyd Newman, Public Safety Director
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Buildings Director
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney
Gage Scheer, City Engineer
Clint Miller, Finance Director
Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk/HR Director
Brent Clark, City Administrator

Press present:		The Ark Valley News
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Gregory moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Evans. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA – 
City Clerk Carrithers stated that the minutes need to be amended to reflect that Councilmember Evans voted against approval of Ordinance 1434-25 regarding special use permit.  Anderson moved to approve the minutes of September 2, 2025, regular City Council meeting as amended, seconded by Stamm. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.  

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – None

PUBLIC FORUM – None

APPOINTMENTS – None

OLD BUSINESS 
A. ORDINANCE 1433-25; RE-ZONE 525 S. ABILENE AVE
Community Development Director Fiedler presented for 2nd reading Ordinance 1433-25 to re-zone a vacant lot located at 525 S. Abilene Ave. from C-2 to R-1B. 
Stamm moved to approve for 2nd reading, Ordinance 1433-25 to rezone a vacant lot located at 525 S. Abilene from C-2 to R-1B.  Evans seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

B. [bookmark: _Hlk209707495]ORDINANCE 1434-25; SPECIAL USE PERMIT 201 S CEDAR AVE
Community Development Director Fiedler presented Ordinance 1434-25, regarding a special use permit for 201 S. Cedar Ave.  Fiedler reminded Council the approval is contingent upon the facility coming into compliance with building, fire and zoning regulations/codes with the following conditions: the facility remains in compliance with building, fire and zoning regulations/codes. To ensure compliance, the Valley Center Fire Department will perform quarterly safety/compliance inspections, the City’s Zoning Administrator should also be notified of all ownership changes of the building and Dependable Pallets.
A lengthy discussion was held.  Fielder stated that the fire department has completed an inspection to ensure that pallet stacks are being placed and maintained at the correct height and distance from each other.  Photos of the facility were also provided.  Mayor Truman questioned how this process seemed to be completely backward in that the business was already in operation before any permits were secured.  Reid acknowledged that the facility looks much better but still questioned the timing of when all the required work will be completed.  
Gregory moved to approve for 2nd reading Ordinance 1434-25 to issue a Special Use Permit for a Pallet Recycling Facility at 201 S Cedar contingent upon the facility coming into compliance with building, fire and zoning regulations/codes with the following conditions: the facility remains in compliance with building, fire and zoning regulations/codes. To ensure compliance, the Valley Center Fire Department will perform quarterly safety/compliance inspections, the City’s Zoning Administrator should also be notified of all ownership changes of the building and Dependable Pallets. Evans seconded the motion.  
Wilson stated he would like a date that all work will be completed before approval. Owner Howard Hancock stated that they are in compliance for the work they are doing.  They are using generators and only doing work inside in the part of the building that is complaint. He explained he has spent 10s of thousands of dollars to get operations going, he wants to do everything right.  Council acknowledge that Hancock is at the mercy of permits and the approval process, which can take some time.  
Vote aye: Gregory  Opposed: Colbert, Wilson, Anderson, Reid, Kerstetter, Evans and Stamm. Motion failed.  
Further discussion was held regarding how much time to allow for rough in inspections and final inspections.  
Stamm moved to approve for 2nd reading Ordinance 1434-25 to issue a Special Use Permit for a Pallet Recycling Facility at 201 S Cedar contingent upon the facility coming into compliance with building, fire and zoning regulations/codes with the following conditions: the facility remains in compliance with building, fire and zoning regulations/codes. To ensure compliance, the Valley Center Fire Department will perform quarterly safety/compliance inspections, the City’s Zoning Administrator should also be notified of all ownership changes of the building and Dependable Pallets.  Rough in work must be completed within 90 days of permit with additional 90 days for final inspections.  Colbert seconded the motion.  Vote aye: Gregory  Colbert, Wilson, Anderson, Kerstetter, and Stamm. Opposed: Reid and Evans  Motion passed.  

C. ORDINANCE 1431-25; VACATE PORTION OF A ST. (NOW PARK STREET)
City Administrator Clark presented for 2nd reading Ordinance 1431-25. This Ordinance authorizes the city to vacate a portion of Ave A, which is now Park Street.
Anderson moved to approve for 2nd reading Ordinance 1431-25 vacating a portion of Park Street.  Motion seconded by Reid.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS- 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk86928317]RESOLUTION 797-25; AUTHORIZING THE OFFERING FOR SALE OF THE BONDS
Finance Director Miller presented Resolution 797-25. This Resolution authorizes the offering for sale of General Obligation Bonds, Series 2025-1, and Taxable General Obligation Bonds, Series 2026-2. Projects included in bonds: Sunflower Valley-Phase I, Prairie Lakes-Phase 3 and Phase 4, CIP Meridian Projects, Pool/Rec Center and TIF District.  The final bond sale is scheduled for November 1, 2025.   
Kerstetter moved to adopt Resolution 797-25, authorizing the offering for sale of General Obligation Bonds, series 2025-1 and Taxable General Obligation Bonds, series 2025-2 of the City of Valley Center.  Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote yea: unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

B. PRAIRIE LAKES PHASE V BID AWARD
[bookmark: _Hlk206676058]Samantha Ghareeb, SEH, presented bids received for Prairie Lakes-Phase V.  Three bids were received with the lowest qualified bid from Person Construction in the amount of $589,503.03.
Wilson moved to accept and award the bid submitted by Pearson Construction for the Prairie Lakes Phase V Improvements project in the amount of $589,503.03 and authorize Mayor or City Administrator to sign. Colbert seconded the motion.  Vote aye: Unanimous. Motion carried.

C. [bookmark: _Hlk209165923]AGREEMENT WITH SEDGWICK COUNTY FOR SENECA INSPECTIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk205884825][bookmark: _Hlk205884757]City Administrator Clark presented for Council approval an Intergovernmental agreement with Sedgwick County. The County will perform construction engineering services for the Seneca Street project.
Kerstetter moved to approve Intergovernmental Agreement for Seneca Street construction engineering services and authorize Mayor to sign.  Stamm seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

D. [bookmark: _Hlk209165946]2ND STREET R.O.W. CLEAN-UP
Public Works Director Eggleston presented for approval a quote from Woodchuck Firewood & Landscaping to clear right-of-way areas along West 2nd Street. He explained that three bids were received with the lowest qualified bid from Woodchuck in the amount of $12,200.00.  This area has become overgrown and a nuisance to adjacent properties.  Kerstetter inquired whether it could be deeded over to the adjacent property.  Staff stated that it would be the final goal, but it does need cleaned up prior to that happening.  
Evans moved to contract the clearing of these areas to Woodchuck Firewood & Landscaping for $12,200.00 and authorize Mayor or City Administrator to sign.   Motion seconded by Kerstetter. Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.
 
E. EXECUTIVE SESSION: DISCUSSION OF NON-ELECTED PERSONNEL 
[bookmark: NEW_BUSINESS][bookmark: E.__EXECUTIVE_SESSION:__DISCUSSION_OF_NO][bookmark: Should_Council_choose_to_proceed.][bookmark: _bookmark0][bookmark: _Hlk202949196]Kerstetter moved to recess into executive session including Mayor, City Council, City Attorney and HR Director to discuss an individual employee’s performance pursuant to the non-elected personnel matter exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1).  The open meeting will resume in the City Council Chamber in 15 minutes.  Motion seconded by Evans. Vote yea: unanimous.  Motion Carried. Session started at 8:06 pm. Mayor Truman called the meeting back to order at 8:21 pm.  

Kerstetter reported no official action was taken during the executive session.   

[bookmark: _Hlk209711478]Evans moved to accept the resignation of City Administrator Clark effective October 24, 2025.  Second by Kerstetter.  Vote aye: unanimous.  Motion carried.

Anderson moved to direct Human Resources to post City Administrator openings as soon as possible.  Stamm seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 
A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – SEPTEMBER 16, 2025
B. DELINQUENT ACCOUNT REPORT– 
Colbert moved, seconded by Wilson to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote Yea:  Unanimous. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR FIEDLER
Open position for Code Enforcement/Infrastructure Officer.  The current list of roofing contractors is updated and posted daily.  

PARKS AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS DIRECTOR OWNINGS

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR EGGLESTON
Seth Johnston has been hired for water/wastewater operator position.  He will begin employment tomorrow, September 17th.  Approval has been received for the Abilene Lift Station.  Seneca Street will be closed to begin the project.

FINANCE DIRECTOR MILLER
Alicia Laambert has begun as the Utility Billing Specialist.  
He reported he is reviewing a contract with Caselle.  They have agreed to lock in contract pricing for three years.
Following the storm, many vehicles have sustained major damage, especially the police vehicles.  He expects that the roofs on nine buildings will be totaled.
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR CLARK
The Fall Fest is still needing volunteers.   Reported that the Lions Club Car Show last weekend was a huge success with record number of cars and attendance.  The electronic sign has been ordered, but hasn’t heard when it will arrive and be installed.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR SHARP
Book Sale begins next Monday and will run for two weeks.   The library staff will host the October Chamber of Commerce Lunch.

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS – 
MAYOR TRUMAN
Blood Drive Challenge with Park City will be held September 29th.  Be sure to sign up or stop by to give.

COUNCILMEMBER WILSON and GREGORY
Thanked everyone for the successful Lions Club Car Show.  190 cars were entered into the event.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON
A washers tournament benefiting the Education Foundation will be held in Lions Park. Saturday following the parade. 

Stamm moved to adjourn, second by Kerstetter. Vote Yea: Unanimous. 

ADJOURN -  

The meeting adjourned at 8:41 PM.


                                                           ______________________________________________ 
          		                                     Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk



